
Summer Medical & Dental 
Education Program

SMDEP



Program Description 

n SMDEP is a free (full tuition, housing, 
and meals) six-week summer medical 
and dental school preparatory program 
that offers eligible students intensive 
and personalized medical and dental 
school preparation. 



Website for more information

n http://www.smdep.org
n http://www.aamc.org





History

n Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
n Increase diversity in medicine
n Encourage highly qualified minorities to 

be applicants for medical school
n Traditionally underrepresented

n African Americans
n Latin Americans/Hispanics
n Native American



History
n Today the foundation is looking to increase 

diversity by 
n encouraging underrepresented minorities to 

participate
n inviting individuals from disadvantaged 

backgrounds to take part in the program
n encouraging those interested in increasing 

diversity in health care to apply
n encouraging anyone who has an interest in 

serving underserved populations or areas to 
participate



History
n Program started in 1988.
n Involved inviting individuals to participate in 

an intensive 6 week summer program free of 
charge for the participants.
n Help potential applicants to medical appreciate the 

academic challenges to be successful in medical 
curriculum

n Provide clinical exposure
n Provide successful test taking skills
n Help potential applicants understand the 

application process



Summer Medical and Dental 
Education Program
n 12 different sites across the United States.

n California
n Connecticut
n District of Columbia
n Kentucky
n Nebraska
n New York
n New Jersey
n North Carolina
n Ohio
n Texas
n Virginia
n Washington State





Summer Medical and Dental 
Education Program

n Medical/Dental School Courses
n Meet and greet with medical & dental 

students, admissions counselors
n Clinical experience
n Workshops

n Study skills
n Test taking strategies
n Personal statements
n Mock interviews



Summer Medical and Dental 
Education Program

n U.S. citizen or permanent resident
n Complete 1 yr of college
n Total GPA 3.0 or greater
n Science GPA 2.75 or greater
n SAT of 950 or ACT of 20
n Freshman & Sophomores only



Summer Medical and Dental 
Education Program

n Come from racially or ethnically 
underrepresented group in medicine (groups 
that have traditionally faced challenges in 
applying to medical school.)

n Come from a disadvantaged background
n Has genuine interest in issues surrounding 

underserved populations and understanding 
health care disparities

n Strong letters of recommendation
n Excellent essay



Essays for SMDEP

n Typically 2 essays
n Why do I want to be a dentist/physician
n In what ways can you serve the 

disadvantaged or underserved?



BEST PART!

n It’s free …
n Round trip – Travel Scholarship *
n Room & Board
n Tuition
n Stipend *



When do I apply?

n Applications are made available by the 
AAMC & ADEA November 1, 2007 *.

n Submit applications ASAP.
n Acceptances are offered as early as 

December 11, 2007 *.

n * estimated dates based on last year



What do I do now?
n Think about who you want to write your 

letters.
n Get 2 science professors
n Get 1 science professor and 1 character 

reference
n Get 1 from a teacher in your major and 1 

science
n Work on your essay.
n Prepare to have transcripts sent after the end 

of Fall semester.


